The emperor's clothes are disappearing be- 
fore our very eyes. Our government tells us 
that they must take part in the nuclear arms 
race in order to protect democracy. But they 
are showing diminishing tolerence of those 
who choose to exercise their democratic right 
to be politically active. If you protest a- 
eainst nuclear weapons, work for democratic 
control in the workplace, struggle against the 
degredation of women by pornography or act to 
protect the enviroment from destruction, it 
is becoming alarmingly clear that the demo- 
cratic rights you have taken for granted are 
very fragile. 

The economic recession has been used as an 
excuse to take away the democratic right of 
public employees to strike in Ontario and Que- 
bec. In the same way, the activities of the 
groups Direct Action and Wimmin's Fire Brigade 
are being used as an excuse to violate the 
democratic rights of members of the peace move- 
ment and of women active against pornography. 
In particular, these activities are used as 
reasons for denying a fair trial to the five 
people arrested in Vancouver for allegedly 
bombing the Litton building in Toronto and 
fire bombing the Red Hot Video outlets in B.C. 

The purpose of this leaflet is not to con- 
demn or justify the actions for which the Van- 
couver five have been accused. It is to doc- 
ument and examine the instances where democra- 
tic rights have been violated. 


Harassment of the Peace Movement 


Dec. 6 -Member of the peace group World 
Emergency Peterborough is arrested 
in the washroom of a movie theatre 
and told he is being charged with 
attempted murder. He is accused of 
being a member of Direct Action, 
taken to Toronto and interrogated 
for 12 hours. When he is released 
the charges against him are dropped. 

Dec. 8 -World Emergency Peterborough offices 
are raided and searched for three 
hours. 

Dec. 14 -Cruise Missile Conversion Project 
office and homes of two members are 
raided. 

Dec. 15 -Home of a member of the Cruise Mis- 
sile Conversion Project is searched 
by four police with a warrant for 
material related to Direct Action. 
Police initially block his repeated 
attempts to use the phone. They take 
eight shopping bags of materials in- 
cluding a personal phonebook and 
calendar. 

-Alliance for Non-Violent Action 
offices are raided and searched. 

Jan. 11 -Another member of the Cruise Missile 
Conversion Project is picked off the 
street by police in an unmarked car. 
He is wrongly accused of a driving 
charge, then questioned for half an 
hour about the Litton bombing. 


No arrests have resulted from these raids 
and interrogations, but the police clearly 
have other motives for their actions: 

"The intent (of the searches) is to keep 
asserting publicly that if these people are 
being investigated, they must be involved in 
something." -Jack Kern, WE Peterborough 

"There's the practical elements to (the 
raids), not just the psychological intimida- 
tion of peace activists. Part of it is to 
disrupt our work.'-Ken Hancock, Cruise Mis- 

sile Conversion Project 


Who are the Vancouver Five? 


Julie Belmas, Gerry Hannah, Ann Hansen, 
Doug Stewart, Brent Taylor. 

These five have been charged with: res- 
tricted weapons possession, bombing Litton 
and a B.C. Hydro substation, firebombing 
three Red Hot Video outlets, robbery and 
various conspiracy charges. 

All of the five accused have been active 
within different progressive movements in 
Vancouver. Besides the anti-nuclear and dis- 
armament movement, they have been involved 
with Native People's struggles, Third World 
solidarity work, environmental and women's 
movement, and political/punk music. 

Lawyers, family and friends claim that the 
actions of the justice system and media are 
jeopardizing the defendants' right to a fair 
trial. In addition to the examples below, a 
preliminary trial has now been denied and the 
unusual arrangement of dividing the charges 
into four separate trials means the verdict 
in one trial will prejudice the subsequent 
trials. 


Bail Refused 


At bail hearings on Feb. 21 and Mar. 1 the 
defense counsel gave submissions on the right 
of the five to be granted bail: 

e none of the five have a previous criminal 
charge of any significance, 

e more than 60 letters were presented attest-- 
ing to their good character and roots in 
the community, and 

e pledges of eight houses and $80,000 were 
offered. 

The judge "upholding the laws of a free and 

democratic society" denied bail to the five. 


Trial by Media 


The police have been attempting to convict 
the five in the press and the media have been 
very accomodating. The accounts of the case 
have been characterized by biased reporting, 
inaccuracies and sensationalism. Some 
examples: 

-Jan. 21, The Globe and Mail reported that 
"Five people have been arrested and charged 
in the bombing...at Litton". In fact no one 
had been charged and it was not until 23 
months later that charges were laid. 

-On the day of the arrests newspaper photos 
showed an arsenal of seized weapons which had 
been displayed to the press by the police and 
prosecutor. The impression was that all this 
material had been found in the possession of 
the defendants, but no evidence has been pre- 
sented as to its ownership or origins. 

-The Vancouver Province announced the arrests 
with "Roundup nets anarchist cell". The media 
frequently labelled the five as anarchists 
and equated anarchism with terrorism, when in 
fact the five do not identify with that label. 
-The Vancouver Sun referred to the five as 
"accused terrorists". 

-A CBC Television reporter entered the house 
in which four of the accused lived, sifted 
through their garbage and read from their 
private journals and poetry. 


(all the above examples were taken from a 
Globe and Mail article, "Trial by Media", 
Friday, Feb, 13, 1933 29). 5. 


Support 


The five welcome support, but they want 
to emphasize that the long term work of 
building a public, collective and autonomous 
movement for social progress and human and 
natural harmony must remain a priority. 

"People should be angry, not because we 
are in jail, but because the military indus- 
trial complex is still moving forward, vir- 
tually unchecked, with their life-destroying 
project." -statement from the five 

To contact any of the five directly, write 
to them individually at: 

Oakalla Prison 
Drawer "0" 
Burnaby, B.C. V5H 3N4 

For information on how to help contact: 
Free The Five Defense Group 
Box 48296, Bentall Station, 
Vancouver, B.C. V/X 1Al 


Protect the 
Earth 


